








land had already expired and no
relevant documents were pro-
duced by the occupant before
the demolition.

SN Babulkar, advocate gen-
eral, representing state govern-
ment said, “The high court has
directed the state government to
file a counter affidavit within
four weeks and petitioner to file
a rejoinder affidavit within two
weeks. The due process in the
demolition was followed by the
state government.”

Dham, attract millions of pil-
grims each year. Char Dham
shrines remain shut for around
six months every year, opening
in summer (April or May) and
closing with the onset of winter
(October or November). 

Char Dham yatra broke all-
time record last year with pil-
grim influx crossing 5.6 million
mark. 

Badrinath Dham’s portals 
were closed on  November 18 
last year. HT PHOTO

Chief secretary Radha Raturi during a press briefing after the 
cabinet meeting in Dehradun on Wednesday. HT PHOTO

Security personnel stand guard on the road at Banbhoolpura 
locality in Haldwani on Monday. PTI

to encourage innovation and
investment in hilly areas, said
officials familiar with the devel-
opments in the cabinet. 

The new policy also envisages
the promotion of the production
of high-quality liquor in the dis-
tilleries operated in Uttara-
khand, which will increase the
revenue and also ensure the use
of plants and herbs growing in
abundance in the state. For the
first time, provisions have been
made for the bottling of foreign

liquor in the state to increase
revenue and promote invest-
ment. A provision has also been
made for the sale of liquor in
malls and departmental stores in
the hilly districts, with shops
required to have 400 square feet
area.

The cabinet also approved a
proposal that the expenses
incurred on the treatment of the
retired employees of the state
government and their depend-
ents will be reimbursed. Those
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DEHRADUN:  The upcoming Bud-
get session will take place in
Dehradun instead of Gairsain,
the state’s summer capital, the
state cabinet decided on
Wednesday.

The cabinet’s decision came
after a delegation of MLAs from
all parties requested assembly
speaker Ritu Khanduri Bhushan
and chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami to not hold the
upcoming session in Gairsain
citing “extreme cold weather
conditions” in the summer capi-
tal.

The cabinet authorised CM
Dhami to finalise dates for the
session, Uttarakhand chief secre-
tary Radha Raturi said while
addressing a press conference
after the conclusion of the cabi-
net meeting.

The then state government on
March 4, 2020, had declared
Bhararisain, Gairsain as the
summer capital of the state. The
Vidhan Sabha complex in Bhara-
risain spans 47 acres and is situ-
ated at an elevation of 2,380

metres above sea level, making it
a cold destination year-round.
During sessions, personnel
including officers and staff from
both the Vidhan Sabha and Sec-
retariat in Dehradun undertake
a 10-hour journey to reach the
location, and return to the state
capital after the conclusion of
proceedings. Holding the budget
in Gairsain holds political signif-
icance as the Opposition Con-
gress has been lashing at the
state government for ignoring
the summer capital and has
been raising the issue both
inside and outside the state
assembly in the last few years. In
2022, senior Congress leader and
former CM Harish Rawat along
with other Congress leaders and
party workers had also staged a
protest in Gairsain, alleging that
the state government is ignoring
the summer capital.

The cabinet also approved the
new excise policy with a target to
collect ₹4440 crore in revenue, a
jump of ₹440 crore from the tar-
get fixed in the last fiscal year.

The new excise policy has
made a provision for establish-
ment of micro-distillation units

who have excluded themselves
from the Golden Card will get
this facility.

The cabinet also approved
creation of 41 posts in Uttara-
khand Language Institute,
amendment in the organisa-
tional structure of SETU (State
Institute for Empowering and
Transforming Uttarakhand). The
state government had intro-
duced SETU in July last year to
replace it with the state planning
commission on the lines of NITI
Ayog. The cabinet also passed a
proposal for exemption of print-
ing of the report submitted by
the five-member committee on
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
from Government e-Market-
place (GeM).

The cabinet also passed an
amendment in the structure of
posts of X-ray technicians in
Medical Health and Medical
Education. “Industrial training
institutes (ITI) students will get
uniforms and for the same, they
will receive an amount in their
accounts through director bene-
fit transfer (DBT),” said state
administrative chief Radha
Raturi.

Cabinet gives nod to holding 
budget session in Dehradun

{ PITHORAGARH } IN LAST 3 YRS

A closed down government school in Pithoragarh district. HT PHOTO
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DEHRADUN: Union minister for
civil aviation Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia on Wednesday virtually
inaugurated the newly-con-
structed terminal building
(Phase-2) at Jolly Grant Airport
in Dehradun, even as chief
minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
joined the event from the air-
port site.

Scindia said that for him
“this moment is an emotional
and important from many
aspects”. He said that he
already has a connection with
Uttarakhand. He said he
received education from Uttar-
akhand for five years.

“The spiritual power of
Uttarakhand is unique in the
entire world. After becoming
the Union civil aviation minis-
ter, along with chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, I first
got the opportunity to inaugu-
rate the work of the first phase
of the terminal of Jolly Grant
Airport. Today, air services are
running from this airport of
Dehradun to 13 cities of the
country,” he said.

He said that initiative has
been taken to develop three air-
ports in Uttarakhand- Deh-
radun, Pantnagar and Pithora-
garh. He said that there was
only one heliport in Uttara-
khand in 2014, which has now
risen to 10.

Dhami in his address said
the terminal building was con-
structed in two phases at a cost
of ₹486 crore over 42,000
square metres.

Dhami said in the second
phase, the terminal of Jolly
Grant Airport has been
expanded by 14,000 square
metres. “Now the total expan-
sion of the airport terminal has

{ JOLLY GRANT AIRPORT }  

Scindia inaugurates airport 
terminal building in Doon

Union minister for civil aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia virtually 
inaugurated the terminal building (Phase-2) at Jolly Grant 
Airport in Dehradun on Wednesday. HT PHOTO

been done over 42,000 square
metres”

Dhami, expressing his grati-
tude to Jyotiraditya Scindia,
said that under his leadership,
work is being done at a rapid
pace in the field of civil avia-
tion.

He also expressed his grati-
tude to the Union minister for
starting the process of Pithora-
garh-Hindon air service on his
request and starting the opera-
tion of helicopter service for
emergency medical service
from Uttarakhand. 

“At present the Indian civil
aviation industry ranks third in
domestic traffic after America
and China. Air services have
expanded rapidly under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Modi. In the last few years, air
travel has become very popular
among the people due to it
being a cheap, fast and reliable
means of transportation. This
has been possible only because
of the long-term thinking of the
PM,” he said.

Dhami said Civil Aviation
Department of the state is mak-
ing efforts to provide cheap air
services to the people from out-
side the state as per the Indian
culture and tradition.

“Better air service is being
provided by Centre in various
remote areas of the state. 

Presently, under Central
scheme, 13 heliports are being
constructed in Sahastradhara,
Chinyalisaur, Gauchar, Hal-
dwani, Nainital, Almora, New
Tehri, Srinagar, Mussoorie,
Joshimath, Dharchula, Harid-
war.”

Dhami said that continuous
efforts are being made to make
Jolly Grant Airport of interna-
tional standards. “Only last
month, air service was started
between Jolly Grant and Pitho-
ragarh. Heli service was started
from Jolly Grant Airport
between Dehradun-Almora-Pi-
thoragarh. We are also working
on including small aircraft ser-
vices from Chinyalisaur and
Gauchar in the near future”.
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PITHORAGARH:  Around 183 gov-
ernment schools have been
closed in Pithoragarh district in
the last three years due to hill
migration resulting in lack of
students in villages, chief educa-
tion officer (CEO) Pithoragarh
district Ashok Kumar Jukaria
said on Wednesday.

“Besides closure of these 158
primary and 25 junior schools,
we have a total 120 schools in the
district with just one teacher
who caters to the classes from
class 1 to 8th,” said Jukaria.

“Furthermore, the district has
over 445 primary and 20 junior
high schools which have only
one student there,” the officer
added.

According to the chief educa-
tion officer, this situation has
arisen due to migration from vil-
lages to nearby towns or metros
in search of good education and
jobs.

Jukaria said the efforts to pro-
vide quality education in govern-
ment schools are underway to
minimise migration from the vil-
lages.

Migration of people from vil-
lages is one of the major issues

faced by the Himalayan state,
with roots in economic dispari-
ties, declining agriculture, low
rural incomes and a stressed
rural economy. 

The state government consti-
tuted the rural development and
migration commission in
August 2017 to examine all
aspects of the problem, evolve a
vision for the focused develop-
ment of the rural areas and sub-
mit recommendations to the
government on how to reduce
migration. The commission had
submitted its first statewide
report on migration in 2018.

According to the interim sec-
ond statewide report prepared
by the commission in March last
year, permanent migration in
the last five years (between 2018
and 2022) has come down signif-
icantly, while temporary migra-
tion has increased. The survey
covered 7,759 gram panchayats
in 95 blocks across 13 districts of
the state. Over 118,000 people
permanently migrated from
their native places in all 13 dis-
tricts between 2011 and 2018 at
an average of 16,857 per year. In
comparison, 28,531 people
migrated from their villages
between 2018 and 2022 at an
average of 7,132 per year. 

183 govt schools closed 
due to lack of students

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUSSOORIE: The portals of Bad-
rinath Dham will be opened at
6am on May 12 this year, Badrin-
ath Kedarnath Temple Commit-
tee (BKTC) officials said on
Wednesday.

The announcement was made
after following Panchang (Alma-
nac) calculations in a religious
ceremony.

Harish Gaur, BKTC media
in-charge said, “After the
announcement of portal opening
for the Badrinath shrine, the
date of Tel-Kalash Yatra was also
fixed on 25th April”.

Ajendra Ajay, BKTC president
said, “The oil prepared from ses-
ame seeds will be extracted on
April 25 at the Royal palace
which will be offered at Badrin-
ath shrine on May 12.”

Badrinath and Kedarnath,
along with Yamunotri and Gang-
otri, collectively called Char

Portals of Badrinath 
shrine to be opened 
on May 12, says BKTC
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DEHRADUN:  Central informa-
tion commission (CIC) has
directed Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) to conduct “fair
and proper hearing” of the case
of Indian Forest Service (IFS)
officer Sanjiv Chaturvedi. The
Commission has further
directed the First Appellate
Authority in PMO to give “due
opportunity” to the officer for
“proper adjudication”’ and to
pass a “reasoned, speaking
order”.

Sanjiv Chaturvedi was
posted as Chief Vigilance Offi-
cer (CVO) at AIIMS, Delhi, from
2012 to 2014 and had taken
action in many corruption
cases. Presently he is posted as
Chief Conservator of Forests, in
Uttarakhand.

CIC in its judgement, passed
on February 12 has given time
of 30 days for compliance of its
orders from the date of receipt.

The matter pertains to an
RTI application filed by Sanjiv
Chaturvedi in September 2022,
in which he had sought a copy
of the file notings and other
documents from PMO, regard-
ing action taken on his letter
dated September 26 2014, to
Prime Minister about the role
JP Nadda, in the episode of cor-
ruption cases of AIIMS, Delhi,
“including numerous letters
written by him for putting on
hold all the enquiries into cor-
ruption/ other cases and his
repeated insistence regarding
removal of CVO, AIIMS”.

Chief Information Commis-
sioner Heeralal Samariya,
while disposing of the appeal,
in his February 12 order stated,
“In view of the proceedings
during hearing and submis-
sions made by the parties,
Commission finds it just and
reasonable, in accordance with
principle of natural justice, that
a fair and proper hearing is
conducted”.

{ IFS OFFICER CASE }

CIC tells PMO to hold 
‘appropriate hearing’ 

Malik, who are absconding, said
SSP Meena.

He said they will also attach
properties of absconding
accused under section 83 of
CrPC. 

The Nainital education
department has decided to enrol
the students who used to study
at the madrasa — one of the two
demolished structures erected
“illegally” on government
(‘nazul’) land on February 8 — in
a local government school.

Nainital chief education offi-
cer (CEO) Jagmohan Soni said, “I
have instructed the concerned
block education officer (BLO) to
prepare a list of children who
used to study in the demolished
madrasa and ensure that they
are admitted to the nearest
school. We are making sure that
their studies are not affected.”

“I have asked the BLO to com-
plete the preparation of the list
in coordination with the city
magistrate during the curfew
period so that their admission
can be done immediately once

the curfew is lifted,” he said.
Meanwhile, Nainital district

magistrate (DM) Vandana Singh
has constituted an eight-mem-
ber committee to ensure the pro-
tection of human rights of peo-
ple in Banbhoolpura.

“The committee will everyday
conduct an inspection of the
area under curfew and ensure
that there is no such violation,”
she said in the order.

Meanwhile, Kumaon commis-
sioner Deepak Rawat has started
a magisterial probe into the Hal-
dwani violence. Rawat said if
anybody wants to submit/record
any evidence or statement
related to the incident, that per-
son can visit his office during
office working hours within a
week. “You can appear between
10am to 5pm and record your
statement along with evidence,”
an official release said.

Violent clashes erupted in the
Banbhoolpura area of Haldwani
district on February 8, when
civic authorities razed two struc-
tures. At least six died in clashes.
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DEHRADUN/HALDWANI:  Nainital
Police was gathering property
details of the “rioters” arrested
and identified so far in connec-
tion with the Haldwani violence,
a senior police officer said.

Nainital senior superintend-
ent of police (SSP) Prahlad Nar-
ayan Meena confirmed the
development and said, “We are
gathering the property details of
the rioters arrested and identi-
fied for Haldwani violence as we
have been exploring legal
options to tighten the noose
around the accused.”

The SSP on February 9 had
made a statement that the action
by the police against “rioters” in
the Haldwani violence will set a
precedent that no one tries to
challenge the state, district
administration and government
officials in the future.

He said they have so far
arrested 37 accused, including
the one who was arrested on
Tuesday, and suggested that the
number will rise eventually as
they identify rioters involved in
arson and vandalism.

The SSP further added that
their efforts are underway to
arrest the suspected conspirator
of the violence, Abdul Malik,
who was the occupant of the
controversial land, and teams
have been dispatched to differ-
ent parts of the state and country
to arrest him.

Non bailable warrants
(NBWs) have been issued against
9 accused, including Abdul

{ HALDWANI } KIDS FROM DEMOLISHED MADRASA TO BE ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS

Police gather details 
of ‘rioters’ properties
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DEHRADUN:  Uttarakhand high
court on Wednesday directed the
state government and Haldwani
municipal corporation to file a
counter affidavit within four
weeks on a plea filed by the
occupant of the “nazul” land —
where the demolition of two
structures by the Haldwani civic
body on February 8 snowballed
into clashes between locals and
authorities — in Banbhoolpura
locality of Haldwani.

Salman Khurshid, who
appeared on behalf of petitioner
Safia Malik (Abdul Malik’s wife),
said the due procedure for dem-
olition wasn’t followed by the
Haldwani municipal corpora-
tion while razing the structures.

Ashish Joshi, counsel of Hal-
dwani municipal corporation,
argued that the lease of the nazul

The court fixed the matter for
next hearing on May 8.

Safia Malik had moved the
Uttarakhand high court on Feb-
ruary 6 against the civic body’s
demolition notice (dated Janu-
ary 30) of the two structures,
claiming that the said property
has been with her family since
1994, and she and her husband
Abdul Malik have been taking
care of the property after the
demise of her father.

“The land was granted on
lease to one Mohammad Yasseen
by the then colonial government
for agricultural purposes on Jan-
uary 7, 1937. The lease was ini-
tially given for 10 years. But it
continued to be renewed regu-
larly. Subsequently, Yasseen sold
the plot to Akhtari Begum and
Nabi Raza Khan. In 1994, Begum
gifted it to Abdul Haneef Khan,
Safia Malik’s father, by the virtue
of an oral gift (hiba),” Ahrar
Baig, Safia Malik’s counsel, has
said in the petition.

In 2006, Abdul Haneef Khan
had approached the Nainital dis-
trict administration seeking free-
hold rights of the land after its
lease expired, the lawyer said.
“But he didn’t get any reply from
the district administration. In
2007, he filed a writ petition in
the high court seeking directions
to the authorities to grant him
freehold rights. On August 18,
2007, the high court issued
directions to the Nainital collec-
tor for a resolution. But despite
that order, the freehold rights
were not processed,” Baig added.

HC directs govt to file affidavit 
in petition against demolition 

ON FEB 8, CIVIC 
BODY OFFICIALS 
RAZED TWO 
STRUCTURES 
ALLEGING THEY 
WERE BUILT 
ILLEGALLY ON 
GOVT LAND
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